
Economic Development & Zoning Committee

The committee met in council chambers on Thursday,  02-18-2016 at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Chairman, Donna Carver & John Oyster. Excused: Keith Strait

Also present was Village Administrator Dan Rogers.

County Economic Development Director Shane Farnsworth was unable to attend but

has an open invitation to introduce himself at a full council meeting and/or this

committee. He indicated that he would keep in close contact with the Village on

developments that affect the village.

A letter dated 02-03-2016 from the Morrow County Economic Development Office and

Board of County Commissioners was distributed in regards to the first Public Hearing on

the CDBG Program scheduled for 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 02-24-2016. A copy of the

letter is submitted with this report.

Members Carver and Oyster will try to attend.

Dan explained that these hearings are held each year and are required by state law to

be eligible to apply for the CDGB block grant money for the county which can be used

for projects like the Ft. Gilead project.

Topics discussed:

The announcement by the county commissioners to advertise for the position of Clerical

Specialist for the County Development Office.

The Land Bank, started by Tom Griffith the the county treasurer. Dan explained that

there is a county structure, of which he is a member, which allows blighted and

foreclosed on properties that nobody wants anymore, to be taken over by the county

and put in a land bank and redevelop them. The state legislature changed the rules

from a requirement that a city have 50,000 residents minimum to have a land bank to

allow any county to have a land bank.

HPM is awaiting the CRA, community reinvestment area. The final ad for the resolution

was in the county paper this week. As soon as Dan receives certification from Civitas

Media that the ad appeared, he sends it on to Poggemyer and they submit it to the

state. The CRA is complete, just waiting on the certification. Once that is done the

owner will meet with the committee which consists of the superintendent of schools, a



county commissioner, the mayor and another member to discuss abatements on taxes

so that they can do improvements and create jobs at the HPM site. The area becomes

an enterprise zone, then the committee discusses the abatements while they make

improvements to the property. The main issue the owners are facing is finding the

money to replace the cranes in the building which were removed. The current plan is to

lease sections of the building to different entities.

Dollar Tree projected for April opening.

The Mexican restaurant, which is slated to open at the former Hatfield's location, was

renovating without state permits. The fire department went up to do an inspection and

they requested to see the permits. The owner did not have the permits. He was advised

that he needed them and was ordered to stop work until the permits are obtained.

The Morrow County History Center, which occupies the former First Knox Bank building,

has received state approval on their engineering plans for the furnace installation. They

were advised that they also need an electrical permit. Once received, they will issue an

RFP and obtain bids. Once a bid is accepted, they will begin with the furnace

installation.

The medical clinic renovation of the Snyder building has stopped. They are reworking

plans at this time.

Ft. Gilead engineering is being done right now. We will probably go with a pre-fabricated

restroom facility. Once built, the doors will be locked at dusk and unlocked in the

morning to reduce vandalism. It was explained that the Ft. Gilead property is now

leased by the village at no cost for 99 years which allows us to make the improvements

and maintain. Previously it belonged to the school and fell into disrepair. The restroom

will be located close to the Cherry St. building. It will be lighted. Ft. Gilead will be torn

down and new playground equipment erected similar to the equipment at Park Ave.

Elementary.

The meeting adjourned at  7:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Donna Carver.


